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Summary

This study comprises five main chapters, the first displays the
economic and social features of the rural areas of the Arab Region.
The analysis encompasses the different activities of the inhabitants
according to age categories . It reveals that the youth category
(15-20) years old , which is the concern of this study has little
participation in the different agricultural activities, particularly the

developmental ones. The principal reasons behind this include:

- The Low profits and returns offered by the traditional agriculture
performed by rural farmers.

- The Lack of finance for adopting new technologies and

modernizing tillage and harvesting operations .

- The high income offered by other competitive sectors, particularly
the industrial and tourism sectors, where salaries are relatively
high.

- The uncertainty associated with agriculture , due to environmental
factors, and in some circumstances the government intervention,

by adding taxes and fixing low prices for agricultural products .

Chapter two discusses the fundamental factors, that make the youth
category abandon the agricultural work and leave rural areas for
cities and industrial areas. These factors vary in their nature , where
include: economic , social and technical problems . The most
prominent of which are those associated with land tenure, where

most of the cultivated areas are owned by old men and women. In

addition these cultivable lands are small to the extent that the
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T family could not relay on their income, which has been declining

every year and another . The low production and productivity of the
land is mainly attributable to the traditional farming practices , the
lack of accessibility to new technologies, the drop in land fertility ,
due to misuse, the environmental hazards, and fragmentation of the
cultivable areas,which makes it difficult for farmers to introduce

mechanization.

The social factors behind the migration of youth to Urban and
industrial sites, include , the lack of essential health, educational
and recreational services in rural areas, due to government policies ,
which always favour urban sites and create imbalanced

development situation.

Chapter three displays the new trends for activating and promoting
role of youth in development endeavours oriented to rural areas,
with special reference to some pioneering international and local
experiences, to draw some lessons and study the possibilities of
adoption. The local experiences of some Arab countries include
appropriate extension and training packages oriented to absorption
of youth category in the agricultural development plans in the rural

areas. The said package is comprising three types of programmes.

* The first type addressing the different age groups, including the
youth category.

* The second type addressing women.

* The third has been oriented to youth category.
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The study reveals that the first type of programmes, has been the

most common type in most of the Arab countries. The local
nongovernmental organizations have been doing hard in this
context, but their endeavours need some coordination , for the fact
that much of their work lack the integral nature. In addition to
absence of appropriate research and studies that identify the real
problem the youth category in rural areas has been facing , with
particular reference to those pertinent to access to loans or any

source of finance.

The international and regional organizations have played vital role
in encouraging the youth category to take part and actively be
involved in the developmental tasks , as they constitute the major
pillar of the process. The strategies of these institutions and also the
governments plans have recently started to pay attention to the
participation of youth in planning and implementation of their
projects in rural areas, particularly the graduates of agricultural

faculties and institutes.

The institute of development resedrch, which is working under the
umbrella of UNESCO has been doing hard in executing projects

oriented to strengthening role of women in poverty alleviation.

In the Arab Region there are so many financial and developmental
institutions which have been taking care of youth projects, of which
the Kuwaiti Fund for Economic Development, Saudi Fund for
Development , Abu Dhabi Fund for Social and Economic
development, the Lybian External Fund , in addition to other
regional institutions, like the Arab Authority for Agricultural
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Investment and Development , the Arab Fund for Economic

Development in Africa, and the Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development (AFESD).

The projects financed by such funds offer good opportunities for
the youth to participate in the Development of their rural areas and

combating poverty and famines.

The role of the nongovernmental organizations and people

participation has taken many different shapes . One of these would

be the agricultural graduates societies, which invest their science |

and skills in practicing the agricultural work by themselves.

This experience has partially solved the problem of unemployment
of the graduates and availed so many job opportunities for people
in the rural areas, which helped in increasing income and

improving the living standards.

The graduates have executed with the aid of some regional and
local authorities,as in Sudan so many projects of developmental
nature, where attention was paid to modemization of agricultural
practices for boosting the production. Such experiences and other
international ones should be taken into consideration when
governments plan to make youth participate actively in the

development process of rural areas.

Chapter four actively the major problems and handicaps facing the
active involvement of youth in the agricultural activities in rural
areas. The most critical limiting factor as revealed by the study is

the access to financial sources. In Iraq , Algeria, Muritania and
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Morocco they have managed to solve this situation by establishing
different kinds of funding systems, such as : Social Funds, Funds
for local development, Cooperative banks, in addition to the
support offered by the foreign developmental financial institutions.

The prominent role of such assistance reflected in a substantial
involvement of youth in the agricultural activities, where most of
the participants, found room to adopt new modern technologies,
that helped them to increase their farm incomes.

Chapter five displays the proposed silutions and suggestions,that
could help in strengthening the direct role of youth in developing
the rural agricultural economics. These proposals include policy
improvement, organizational and structural adjustments together
with improvement of the legislative frame and the development of
services in rural areas.
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