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Mr.Minister, Mr. Director general of the Arab organization for
Agricultural Development, Honored Guests, Participants,

It is agreat pleasure for me, on behalf of the Economic
Development Institute of the world bank, to welcome you to this
inauguration of the Workshop on In-Service Training in
Agricultural Sector policy and project Analysis ir the Arab States. I
wish to express our deep gratitude to the Government of Syria for
its generous hospitality to offer the opportunity to have the historic
city of Damascus as the venue for this Workshop. The efforts of the
Arab organization for Agricultural Development and its staff in
Damascus to undertake the intense preparatory work for this
Workshop also deserve our recognition.

In the Arab States, as across the rest of the world- in both the
developing and the developed counries - the agricultural sector
faces a broad range of issue as producers processors seek to adjust
to the demands of a rapidly modernizing, increasingly complex and
progressively more interrelated regional and world economy.
Economically efficient processes of adjustment, modernization and
growth will need to be based on the provision of a broad range of
services and professional inputs from both the public and the
private sectors if the region's agricultural and agribusiness
producers are to maintain their competitive edge in this
increasingly competitive world economy. Strengthening and
maintaining this competitive edge in the agricultural and
agribusiness sectors are the only basis for achieving increased
productivity, higher rural incomes, and sustainable patterns of
resource use in rural areas. Such growth can only be achieved and
sustained in the context of sound agricultural policies and
wellconceived and prepared public sector and private investments
in agriculture and agribusiness.

Paradigms and approaches of the past tc providing training in the
agricultural sector in some countries may have to shift dramaticlly.
Previous patterns of centrally dictated and inflexible training
curricula, for example, must be replaced by demand-driven and
financially self-supporting programs catried out by a variety of
public and private sector agencies. The clientele of training
programmes may also alter notably.
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We have thought to bring together in this Workshop—

representatives of some of the most important providers of training
in these areas with arpresentatives of some of the most important
customers for such training. During this Workshop we will have a
number of presentations from specialists with broad experience in
training in sector policy and project analysis. We will undoubtedly
have animated discussions on some of the issues raised. It will be
through the active engagement of you, the participants, which must
be the best gauge of the success of this Workshop. through this
open sharing of our mutual experiences and the seeking to establish
the relationships and networks between training institutions, the
Arab States can jointly prepare for the coming opportunities for
promoting rising incomes and levels of living in both the rural and
urban areas of your respective countries, in the context of a
peaceful and growing world economy.

Thank you..
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